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2 Samuel 5:3-5

David was king of

Judah for 7 years until

he became king of all

Israel.



When David became King of all the Israelite

tribes, he found his hands free to expel the

foreigners who had invaded Israel.
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His first step was to

move his headquarters

from Hebron to the

more central Jerusalem.
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2 Samuel 5

“7Nevertheless David took the

strong hold of Zion: the same is

the city of David. 8And David

said on that day, Whosoever

getteth up to the gutter, and

smiteth the Jebusites . . . he shall

be chief and captain.”



Compare 2 Samuel 5:8 in the

King James Version and the Revised Standard Version—

KJV: “whosoever geteth up to the gutter”

RSV:   “get up the water shaft”

Archeological evidence shows RSV is the correct rendering.

Archeology And The Bible 



Warren’s Shaft is an archaeological

feature in Jerusalem discovered in

1867 by British engineer Sir Charles

Warren (1840–1927).

Wikimedia:  AUTHOR—Deror avi

Sir Charles Warren 

(1840–1927)

Warren’s Shaft

JERUSALEM’S  WATER  SHAFT



Jerusalem in those days was a small city lying on a single spur of the

hills on which it later stood. Its position was one of great natural

strength because it was surrounded on three sides by deep valleys.

Although the city was strong its water supply was poor for the

population was entirely dependent on a spring that lay outside the

city on the eastern slope of the hill on which Jerusalem was built.

JERUSALEM’S  WATER  SHAFT



In order to obtain water from the spring without

having to leave the protective city walls they

connected the inside of the city with the spring by

means of tunnels and a shaft dug through the rock.

The spring was then concealed from the outside so

that no enemy could detect it.

JERUSALEM’S  WATER  SHAFT



To get their water from the

spring they went down through

the upper tunnel and let their

buckets, actually waterskins,

down the shaft and drew their

water from the cave to which it

was brought by natural flow

through the horizontal tunnel.—

Siegfried H. Horn

This water system is still in

existence and can be examined

by any tourist although it was

constructed more than three

thousand years ago.

Wikimedia / AUTHOR: Deror avi / Jerusalem

JERUSALEM’S  WATER  SHAFT



David, a native of Bethlehem,

four miles south of Jerusalem,

may have obtained knowledge

of the whereabouts of this

spring in the days when as a

youth he roamed through that

countryside.

Later, as king, he based his

surprise attack on this

knowledge, and made the

promise that the first man who

should enter the city through

the water shaft would become

his commander in chief.

JERUSALEM’S  WATER  SHAFT



Joab, who was already general

of the army, personally led the

attack. He apparently lead his

men through the tunnel,

climbed the shaft, and was in

the city before any of the

besieged citizens had any idea

that so bold a plan had been

conceived.

JERUSALEM’S  WATER  SHAFT

Joab
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The fort of Jerusalem, which was still held

by the Jebusites, was stormed by Joab,

David’s nephew, who also supervised the

rebuilding for David. He was David’s

commander-in-chief, a post which he held

as long as David lived. Joab

Jebusites—

One of the original tribes that

dwelt in Canaan. At the time of

Joshua they were ruled by an

Amorite king. Joshua defeated

the king, but the Jebusites were

not driven out of Canaan.



Abner Saul’s Captain              Joab                 Asahel Joab’s brother

David continued to rely upon Joab even though he had vengefully

assassinated Abner who had newly changed his loyalty from Ishbosheth

to David.

There were 2 reasons for Joab to assassinate Abner:

REVENGE: Abner had slain Joab’s brother, Asahel.

DISTRUST: Abner had been Ishbosheth King of Israel’s, captain, and

though Abner betrayed Ishbosheth by aligning himself to Judah and King

David Joab no doubt feared he may have mixed loyalties.
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2 Samuel 5

“10And David went on, and grew

great, and the LORD God of hosts

was with him. 11And Hiram king

of Tyre sent messengers to David,

and cedar trees, and carpenters, and

masons: and they built David an

house. 12And David perceived that

the LORD had established him

king over Israel, and that he had

exalted his kingdom for his people

Israel’s sake.”

After obtaining the city

of Jerusalem David went

about making it worthy

to be the home of a king.

Tyre

Jerusalem
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The surrounding tribes and

peoples became subject to

the kingdom of Israel under

David (2 Samuel 10:18-19).

Israel was one of the "great

powers" of the world during

the reign of David because

of his military leadership.



How successful at war was David compared to Saul?

EDOM -The Father of the Edomites was Esau, son of Isaac (Num. 20:14-21; Judg. 1:35-36).

During the time of the Judges Edom was under partial control of the Amorites.

Saul took some cities from Edomite territory (1 Sam. 14:47).

David conquered and subjugated Edom (1 Chron. 18:12).

MOAB - Moab, son of Lot and his eldest daughter.

Was conquered by Sihon and the Amorites (Num. 21:26).

King Balak feared Israel and wanted Balaam to curse them (Num. 22).

Israelite Judge Ehud delivered Israel from 18 years of Moab oppression (Judg. 3).

Saul took some cities from Moabite territory (1 Sam. 14:47).

David conquered and subjugated Moab (2 Sam. 8:2).

AMMON - Ben-Ammi, son of Lot and his second daughter.

Israelite Judge Jephthah delivered Israel from 18 years of oppression (Judg. 10-12).

Saul defeated Nahash (1 Sam. 11:1-11).

Saul took some cities from Ammonite territory (1 Sam. 14:47).

David defeated Hanun, captured Rabbah, and subjugated Ammon (2 Sam. 12:26-31).

AMALEK - Amalek, son of Eliphaz who was a son of Esau. (Amalekites were nomatic.)

Defeated by the Israelites at Rephidim (Ex. 17:8-16).

Defeated the Israelites at Hormah following the report of the spies (Num. 14:45).

During time of the Judges Amalek was an ally of Moab.

Saul failed to destroy Amalek totally as God had commanded (1 Sam. 15:1-9).

Destroyed David’s camp at Ziklag while he was gone.

David pursued and wiped them out--this is the last mention of them (1 Sam. 30).
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When David had secured

the fortress of Jerusalem

one of his first thoughts

was to bring the ark of

the covenant to his city.



2 Samuel 6
1Again, David gathered

together all the chosen

men of Israel, thirty

thousand.
2And David arose, and

went with all the people

that were with him from

Baale of Judah,1 to bring

up from thence the ark of

God, whose name is

called by the name of the

LORD of hosts that

dwelleth between the

cherubims.

1Baale of Judah—

A town on the north border of

Judah. Also known as Kiriath-

jearim.



2 Samuel 6

3And they set the ark of

God upon a new cart,

and brought it out of

the house of Abinadab

that was in Gibeah: and

Uzzah and Ahio, the

sons of Abinadab,

drave the new cart.



2 Samuel 6

3And they set the ark of

God upon a new cart,

and brought it out of

the house of Abinadab

that was in Gibeah: and

Uzzah and Ahio, the

sons of Abinadab,

drave the new cart.

QUESTION: When was the ark

moved to Gibeah the town of King

Saul? It had been placed in

Abinadab’s home at Kirjath-jearim

after it was returned from being

captured by the Philistines, and it

remained there for years (1 Samuel

7:1-2).

ANSWER: After Samuel told Saul

that his kingdom would not continue

(I Samuel 13:14) Saul started

consulting the priest Ahiah rather

than Samuel and sought security in

keeping the ark of God near him (I

Samuel 14:18). Evidently, Abinadab

found it necessary to move to

Gibeah (the home of King Saul) that

he might continue to care for the ark

for he was the custodian of it.



2 Samuel 6

“4And they brought it out of

the house of Abinadab which

was at Gibeah, accompanying

the ark of God: and Ahio went

before the ark.”



2 Samuel 6

“5And David and

all the house of

Israel played

before the LORD

on all manner of

instruments made

of fir wood, even

on harps, and on

psalteries, and on

timbrels, and on

cornets, and on

cymbals.”



2 Samuel 6

“6And when they came to Nachon’s

threshingfloor, Uzzah put forth his hand

to the ark of God, and took hold of it;

for the oxen shook it. 7And the anger of

the LORD was kindled against Uzzah;

and God smote him there for his error;

and there he died by the ark of God.”



When the ark was

moved, it was covered

with at least 3 layers of

cloth by the priests to

protect others from

seeing it (Numbers 4:5-6,

15, 18-20). The

priests/Levites carried it

and everyone else had to

stay about a thousand

yards away (Joshua 3:4).

These laws enforced the

concept of God's

holiness.

The "mercy seat“ of the Ark of the Covenant had the presence of God.

2 Samuel 6:2; Leviticus 16:2ff



2 Samuel 6

“11And the ark of the LORD continued in the house of Obededom the

Gittite three months: and the LORD blessed Obededom, and all his

household. 12And it was told king David, saying, The LORD hath

blessed the house of Obededom, and all that pertaineth unto him,

because of the ark of God.”

After Uzzah died the 

procession stopped 

and the ark was 

placed in a nearby 

house; that of a man 

named Obededom.




